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simultaneously for a federation of the Autonomous
Indian Provinces with a form of dyarchy at the Centre
such as now exists under the Montague-Chelmsford
Reforms in all the Provinces in British India, leaving
the States alone, if for some reason or other the
Princes do not come into the Federation We can
thus have a nucleus of the federal structure for the
whole of British India, leaving it open to the Princes
to accede to the Federation m due course of time if
they choose to do so. Lord Hardmge's expectation
that the questions demanding settlement before
Federation comes into being would take at least
some years is correct, as matters stand at present.
Thus there will be a suspension of the reform struc-
ture at the Centre at the very commencement. There
is the advantage in following the suggested course of
inaugurating the British Indian Federal Constitution,
that thereby the Indian politicians of all shades of
opinion including the Congress will have tangible
evidence of the earnestness and bonafides of the
framers of the scheme as a whole. Moreover the
suspicion that "responsibility at the Centre" has
been conceded in form only, and not in substance
with the full knowledge that the Princes will not find
it easy to enter the Federation will thus be avoided.
As a corollary, the Princes may be given the option of
constituting a federation amongst themselves of the
Indian States on parallel lines. Such a measure will
circumscribe the controversial points now arising as